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LETTER FROM
THE
RECTOR

God'’s grace and peace to you. We pray this
calendar of new activities and news about our
church finds you well. God'’s blessings to you

and all you love.

This year’s fall calendar is chocked full of opportunities! We hope you and your family find a place to
plug-in and connect to grow and be renewed in the love of Christ. Being made more fully into His image,
we seek to share His joy with others!

Here are some highlights of new things:

New Programs

- Beginning September 11", adults will be able to attend a class that tracks along the same Sunday
School lessons their children are studying. What a fantastic time for parents to be together, and what a
great springboard for family discussions of faith!

- In addition, to our Sunday morning classes on the Lord’s Prayer, the Teachings of St. Paul, a Lectionary
Study, and Walking Through the Bible, all for adults, we will add a class specifically for young adults. See
inside!

- During the 10 a. m. Family Service, there will be a Children’s Little Church and teaching. Young people
who do not wish to remain in Big Church will have a worship experience and lesson. All will return at
communion.

New Staff

After 23 years of wonderful Christ-centered service, Bonnie Phillips, our financial secretary, will be
retiring. Wow! She is going to be missed! We have been blessed to find Marsena Walsh, a CPA who
served as comptroller for the Catholic Archdiocese of Mobile for 26 years. Please help welcome Marsena
and extend a thanks beyond words to Bonnie for her love and service.

Stewardship

After a great, hardworking stewardship program last year, this fall we’ll just have some fun! We will get
together to enjoy several wine and cheese visits! More to follow!

God is constantly making things new. And He’s always reaching into our lives to love us more richly and
fully. May we open the doors of our hearts and join in! What’s the Lord stirring up in you?! Take a
chance and try a new thing!

Grace and peace for a wonderful fall,
John



St. Paul’s Newest Staff Additions I

WELCOME ABOARD!

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Lydia Johnson

A native of Mobile and a graduate of St. Paul’s
Episcopal School and Auburn University, Lydia
brings a deep Christian faith, delightful personality &
and great communication skills to the job as our
new Director of Christian Education. Lydia is
married to Wyatt Johnson and both have been an
active part of the Christian Education program at
Dauphin Way United Methodist Church. We feel
extremely excited and blessed in having Lydia :
amongst us and hope you will introduce yourself to &
her and welcome her to the staff.

FINANICAL ADMINISTRATOR
Marsena Walsh, CPA

Please extend a warm welcome to a new member of
the staff, Marsena Walsh. A licensed CPA, Marsena
was educated at Spring Hill College, receiving a
Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting, and then went on to
earn an MBA from the University of Alabama. He
served as Controller for the City of Mobile from 1971 to
* 1982 and then as Comptroller for the Catholic

) Archdiocese from 1982 to 2008. Marsena is married to
Ann, and has two children, Alex and Amy, and a
grandson named Christopher. His does a little woodwork, but his principle hobby
is studying investments. He brings a broad range of financial experience and we
feel blessed to have him with us.



You’ve heard the phrase “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.”
We Christians help encourage and undergird future generations of
Worshippers by bursting into song in public worship on a weekly basis!

Choirs for Children and Youth

We make singing to the Lord a joy and fun to do!!!
Did your son or daughter enjoy VBS this summer?
If'so, encourage them to join us this season!

Choirs meet in the Undercroft each Sunday 4:3@5 p.m. Janet Bridges, Lydia Chandler, Lydia Johnson,
and George Mims are among the leaders and accompanists of these choirs.

Angel Choir: 4 thru Kindergarten
Cherub Choir: Grades I and 2
Choristers: Grades 3 and up through unchanged voices

Our weekly meetings include choral training, musical games and instruction, spiritual growth and gaining an
understanding of the liturgy. These choirs sing on the Red Steps for various occasions throughout the season

Nl

Singing is good for the health both physically and spiritually!
Making musical harmony feeds the soul and lifts the spirit!

St. Paul’s Parish Choir

High School through Adult

The Parish Choir meets in the Choir Hall Wednesday evenings from 7:15 until 8:45 p.m.

(September 7tk June 6th) and on Sunday mornings at 8:50 a.m. after which they lead music for the 10 a.m.
service each week throughout the year. George Mims is Director and Andy Sigler is Assistant Organist.

All our choirs learn and sing Psalms, Hymns, Anthems, and Spiritual Songs that prompt a response to the
weekly lection and sermon. On major Feast Days including Christmas Eve, Holy Week, Easter, Ascension,
Pentecost, Trinity and All Saints, we sing music that is specially prepared for those occasions.

Occasionally, we are accompanied by instrumentalists. Different members of the choir serve as Cantor for the
weekly 7:30 a.m. Service each Sunday in the Little Church.

Membership Is Open Now! We encourage you to join!



“Twelve Steps for Christians: A Classic Model for Spiritual Growth”

Offered on Tuesdays from 12:00 until 12:45 p.m., this class meets in the Parlor of St. Paul’s
each Tuesday. This is an opportunity to learn about and to practice the scriptural and
Christian principles upon which 12 Step Spirituality is based. We open with prayers from
our Book of Common Prayer followed by a brief reflection on a devotional reading from
Letting Godpy Episcopal priest, Phillip Parham. No homework is required and everyone is
welcome! Join us when you can as “we seek through prayer and meditation to improve our
conscious contact with God.” (Step 11)
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“A Pause that Refreshes”

This midday, midweek offering is an opportunity to “be still and know that God is
God.” [Psalm 46:11] We will gather each Thursday in the Parlor, beginning
September 8, from 12 noon until 12:50 for meditation, contemplative prayer and a
brief time of reflection on Paths to Prayeby United Methodist Minister, Patricia
Brown. Regular attendance is encouraged but not required. Everyone is welcome!

Shalem’s Personal Spiritual Deepening Program

For over thirty years, The Shalem Institute, founded by Episcopal priest Tilden Edwards,
has provided numerous programs and resources for individuals who want to be more
aware of, and responsive to God’s Presence in their daily lives. One of Shalem’s most
popular programs is its Personal Spiritual Deepening Program (PSDP). PSDP assists
participants in exploring their personal spiritual lives in order to open themselves to
Christ in a deeper way. PSDP is comprised of assigned readings and didactic sessions,
followed by theological reflection, experiential learning, and at-home spiritual practices
all offered within the context of a supportive spiritual community. Topics for study and
personal integration include: Spiritual Community as the Body of Christ, Prayerful
Listening, Discerning the Presence in Daily Life, Christ in Creation, and Sacred Living.

PSDP will be offered at St. Paul’s on Tuesday nights, beginning October 11th and ending March 6™ with a break in
December. Each class will begin at 7 p.m. and end at 8:30.

If interested in PSDP, please call the church office (342-8521) or contact Fr. Marshall Craver, 463 6650, or Dr. Bob
Donnell, 300 4431, who serve as facilitators for this program.



Be still and know that God is God.
Psalm 46:11

“St. Paul’'s Women Bible Study”

Tuesday morning women’s Bible study: Please join us on Tuesday, September 13"
at 10:00 a.m. as we begin our new study. Our study is by Max Lucado and is called
Experiencing the Heart of Jesi&owing His Heart, Feeling His lowethis study
we will discuss experiencing the care, peace, grace, freedom, joy, love, power,
forgiveness and hope of Jesus. The study’s goal is for you to get to know the
personality of our Savior and to call Him a close personal friend!!! We think that’s
pretty cool!!! You can pick up your workbook at the front desk of Lifeway
Bookstore (under the name Jennifer Dean). We will meet in the conference room
and childcare is available. Please bring a friend-everyone is always welcome.

“Young Women'’s Bible Study”

This group of young women (20s to early 30s) meets on Wednesday nights from 6:30
to 8:30 in homes to study God’s Word and share in discussion and prayer. The group is
also active in a variety of ongoing service projects in the community. On August 31,
they will begin Priscilla Shirer’s 7-week DVD study, One in a MillionFor more
information, please contact Lydia Johnson at Lydia.knizley.johnson@gmail.com or

(251) 377-7809. ‘

Tuesday Morning Bible Study @ Serda’s Coffee House

The Young Adults group at St. Paul'’'s will contin
a.m. This fall we’ |l be discussing the story of
can increase our understanding of the presence of God in our lives. This group meets every other week.
Contact Ben Rockwell in the church office (2342-8521) to be added to the contact list.

Senior High Tuesday Night Bible Study

Have you ever wondered what Scripture says about something in particular? Join us this fall as we answer
the question, “What does Scripture say about _
your questions (anonymously, of course), and we’
guestion you'  ve ever had to wonder about!

Join us for food, fellowship, and discussion every Tuesday at 6 in the EYC room. We look forward to
having you there!


mailto:Lydia.knizley.johnson@gmail.com
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optimal class size for good discussion is between 10 and 30 people and will add classes if necessary.
Sunday the 14, which is also the annual Back to Church Sunday, will be organizational as we get things
under way! Classes will be categorized by subject, but we also know young couples have expressed
interest in getting to know one another better via these classes. The offerings will be:

The Lord’s Prayer!

No question, “The Lord’s Prayer” is the most memorized and quoted prayer in Christian history. And yet, it
takes a thorough understanding of the context and meaning of the various phrases within the prayer to
apply it to our daily lives. In this class, we will experience how these words of Jesus lead us into an
intimate, life-changing, life-giving relationship with the One, Jesus calls “Abba.” We will meet each Sunday
in the parlor from 9:00 until 9:40 a.m. beginning September 11! Come and join us!

Lectionary Series Discussion

This class will discuss the lectionary readings for the week. Our lectionary readings are a wonderful
synthesis of Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel proclamations. It is a delightful task to survey how these
three distinct pieces fit together in the mystery of God’s revelation and what central themes are present in
these reading. The class will be led by Bill Roedder.

The Life and Teachings of St. Paul

The life and teachings of St. Paul, our patron saint, are second only in importance to the life and ministry of
Jesus Christ Himself. The Gospels give us the chronological life and teachings of Jesus. Paul then follows

our Lord to bring into perspective and focus how Christ lives in us. | no longer live, but Christ in mizaul

offers images of how law and grace, sin and redemption operate within the Body of Christ. He introduces

the concept of our participation in a larger Body: there is one Lord, one Faith, One Baptism, one God and
Father of us allHe begins to define the internal meaning of the Cross. E.B. Peebles will lead this wonderful
study.

Walking Through the Bible

All things necessary to salvation are found in the Bible. That’s the statement of our doctrine and teachings
of our church. This discussion class will take a step by step walk through the Bible, beginning this fall with
the Book of Genesis. As our lives can be a journey into a deeper relationship with God, the Bible relates the
unfolding story of God’s love for His people and the whole creation. This class will be guided by a wonderful
curriculum series called Interpretation. Each participant will receive a book and can study as much or as
little as he or she would like. Sunday morning discussions will be the primary learning forum. Classroom:
Conference Room led by the Rev. John Riggin.

Parents’ Sunday School

Ever wonder what your children are learning about in Sunday School and wish you knew more about the
Bible lesson? Well, we have your answer! Our new parents’ Sunday school class is perfectly tailored to the
lessons and concepts your children are learning each week. Join us as we take a new look at some of our
favorite Bible lessons and tackle some new ones- all the while preparing ourselves for family spiritual
growth at home! Non-parents are welcome, too! This class will be led by Rev. Rockwell.



SUNDAY SCHOOL

Faith Weaver: A Sunday School for All Ages

This year students of all ages, from pre-k to adults, are invited to learn about Jesus together. While
classes will meet according to age and grade, all age groups have the opportunity to follow the same
lessons each week on an age appropriate level. Lessons loosely follow the lectionary teaching Old
Testament until Advent. Faith Weaver Classes are available for Pre-K through 4th grades, the 5" through
8™ grade technology classes, Senior High EYC Sunday School, and our new Parents’ Class. All classes are
held during the 9am Sunday School hour. We are excited to begin exploring God’s story together and
grow closer in community and faith.

Sunday School Pre-K through 4" Grades

Pre-K through 4™ grade students will begin each week in the Children’s Chapel for the week’s Bible
lesson. We will then break into our grade groups for games, crafts and other fun activities to help us
learn more about God’s love for us! We will follow the Faith Weaver lesson calendar. Be sure to come
see our newly decorated class rooms!

Middle School (5" through 8™ grades)

This fall we would like to take a note from Paul in Acts 17 and meet our middle school students in the
heart of one their greatest interest: technology. As technology becomes a more and more prevalent and
dominant force in our lives and the lives of our students, we seek to use it for the glory of God through
spiritual formation and education from the internet, tablets, iphones, laptops, and any other technology
our students are using. Our middle students will have a unique Sunday School experience with
curriculum tailored to age appropriate spiritual formation and technology use. By bringing technology
into the Sunday School classroom, we hope to encourage our students to seek and find God in their hi-
tech world as well as better understand the message of Christ from a worldwide perspective. Students
are encouraged to bring their own laptops, tablets, or other portable forms of technology with internet
access. Classes will meet in the YAB and follow the Faith Weaver lesson calendar.

Senior High EYC Sunday School

All o™ through 12 graders are invited to gather in the EYC room located in the YAB for Sunday School.
This year, Sr. High EYC will enjoy a conversationally driven exploration of the Bible following the Faith
Weaver lesson calendar led by Margaret Cadden. Come join the conversation!

Young Adults Sunday School

We are very excited to announce a new class for a fast growing group in our church: YOUNG ADULTS!
Even if you can’t come each week, young adults are encouraged to join this class and grow in faith and
fellowship. Classes will be taught by Carol Hunter with some exciting guests as well. Hope to see you
there!
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SEPTEMBER THROUGH MAY
Sundays

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School

Nursery through grade 12

For more information, please call

Lydia Johnson 342-8521.

4:30 p.m.
Jr. & Sr. EYC—YAB Youth Rm

For more information, please call

The Rev. Ben Rockwell or
Margaret Cadden 342-8521.

4:30 - 5:45 p.m.
Children Choirs

ONGOING
EVENTS

GUILDS

St. Catherine’s

4th Wednesday of each
month

10:45 a.m. For more
information, please call
Harriet McNeely (342-9665)

St. Margaret’s

2nd Monday of each month
10:30 a.m. For more
information, please call
Sister Adams (342-0777)

St. Martha’s

3rd Tuesday of each month
10:30 a.m. For more
information, please call Carol
Wells (344-3279)

YEAR ROUND

Yoga
Youth Activity Building,
Room 203

Mondays, 11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Yoga Workout

Tuesday, 3:45-5: 00 p.m.
Meditative Posture Class

Wednesday, 10:15-11:30 a.m.
Yoga Workout

Thursday, 10:45-11:45 a.m.
Chair Yoga

Thursday, 5:45-7:00 p.m.
Meditative Posture Class

Children meet in the undercroft of
the Church. For more information,
please contact George Mims 342-
8521.

For more information, please
contact Jan Craver 342-8521.

L

Wednesdays

7:15- 8:45 p.m.

St. Paul's Parish Choir Rehearsal
Teens and Adults meet in the big
Choir Room in the undercroft of
the Church for rehearsal of
Sunday’s music. For more
information, please contact
George Mims, Director of Music
Ministries at 342-8521.




Sunday, Sept. 11 M\
Fall Sunday School

Kickoff

9:00 am

Sunday, October 16
EYC—Taylor Park

Children Choirs Registration
In the Parish Hall Following
the 10:00 a.m. Family Service
Sunday, October 23
Youth/Stewardship Sunday
10:00 a.m. Family Service

Welcome Back Picnic
Following the 10:00 a.m.
Family Service

EYC —Halloween Bags to
EYC Trip to Taylor Park Women & Children’s
2:00 pm—4:00 pm
Wednesday, October 26
Gumbo Luncheon
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Parish Hall

Wednesday, September 14
ECW General Meeting
10:45 am Parish Hall

Sunday, September 18
Children Choirs Practice
Begins 4:30 p.m., Undercroft
of the Church

Sunday, October 30
EYC 4 Square Tournament

Sunday, November 6
Annual Parish Meeting &

EYC Luncheon
High School shops of the Following the 10:00 a.m. Family
Dominican Republic; Middle Service

School shops for Sewanee
EYC Game Night
Sunday, September 25
EYC Canoeing Sunday, November 13
UTO Ingathering
Sept. 30—Oct. 2 All Worship Services
ECW & Altar Guild Fall
Conference at Beckwith

(Diocesan Event)

EYC Taylor Park

Sunday, October 2
EYC Chocolate slip
and slide @ the
Church

Sunday, October 9
EYC Scavenger
Hunt

NG

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

Sunday, November 20

Advent Wreaths

During the 10:00 a.m. Family
Service, children will be making
their Advent Wreaths.

Ecumenical Thanksgiving
Service date TBA
7:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s

Thursday, November 24
Thanksgiving Service
10:00 a.m. Little Church

Sunday, November 27
Advent Lessons & Carols

All worship services

Lighting of the Chrismon Tree
10:00 a.m. Family Service

EYC Decorate their Tree

Sunday, December 4
EYC shop for Wilmer Hall

Wednesday, December 7
ECW Christmas Party
10:45 a.m. Parlor

Sunday, December 11
St. Nicholas Sunday
10:00 a.m. Family Service
Children bring presents

EYC Christmas @ Murray
House

Sunday, December 18
Children’s Christmas Pageant
10:00 a.m. Family Service

Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve Services
5:00 and 10:00 pm

Sunday December 25
Christmas Day Services
7:30 am & 10:00 am
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